
There are two main types of maize seed – “hybrid” and “open pollinated variety-OPV” (also called “local seed”).

The hybrid seed is the highest cost and has the best potential for higher yields if all of the field is well managed.
  
The open pollinated variety (local seed) is lower cost and has less yield potential.  

Saving some of your yield for next year’s seed is called recycling.  Recycling is only recommended 
for local/OPV fields.  This can be a good way to save money if your normal yields are less than 2 
t/ha (10 sacks per lima).  

IT IS NOT RECOMMENDED TO RECYCLE SEED FROM A FIELD THAT WAS PLANTED WITH A HYBRID.  
The yields are often 30-60% less than the original hybrid seed

Hybrid Seed, Open Pollinated (Local) Seed and Recycled Seed
There are different types of maize seed and they are different in cost and yield ability.

Both the hybrid seed and the open pollinated seed are 
good options depending up the money the grower has and 
their ability to manage a field.  

Hybrid seed is a good option if:
If the grower is going to do a good job managing and 
fertilizing their field.

Local/OPV seed is a better option if:
The grower typically gets less than 10 sacks/lima
or
The grower does not have enough compost or fertilizer for 
his maize, it is better to use local seed and spend money 
on fertilizer.  

Good management Poor management
Good fertility  Poor fertility
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