
When a maize kernel is planted and it starts to germinate, 
it must have enough water to keep growing or it will die.  
If you soak your seed or plant in a wet soil but then there 
is no rain, the seed can die.  

You can determine if the seed will still grow, by digging up 
some of the kernels and seeing if they started to grow but 
became dried out. 

The roots should be white and fresh.  If they are brown 
and dry, they will not grow – even if it rains again.   You 
want to check out different parts of the field, not just one 
location.

If enough of seed dry out, they will not grow and you 
should replant if it is not too late in the season.  

Check Your Seed to See if it is Growing or if it Died
Just because you plant your seed, doesn’t mean it will grow.  The sooner you identify a problem the 
sooner you can replant if you need to.
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